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The first few days of May have been very, very, very wet.  We had a brief dry spell and needed rain, but 
can’t we save some of it for the summer?  Our next meeting will be on May 13 when local horticulture 
expert and Huntsville Botanical Garden CEO Harvey Cotten will give a presentation on native plants, 
highlighting those that have done well at the Huntsville “Nature Trail and Wildflower Garden”.  Harvey 
will also bring his new book entitled "Easy Gardens for the South" and have some for sale if anyone 
would like an autographed copy.  This book is co-written with Pamela Crawford of Georgia and Barbara 
Pleasant of Virginia, and features the annuals, perennials, shrubs, and 
trees that best thrive in the tough southern climate.  I also just found 
out that Harvey Cotten is president-elect of the Alabama Invasive 
Plant Council.  Harvey is always an excellent speaker. 

We also have numerous outings scheduled in the coming months.  
Sunday, June 7 is our annual Green Mountain Picnic.  Please join us at 
the nature trail pavilion for a potluck luncheon followed by a hike 
around the lake.  Drinks, cups, utensils, etc. will be provided, but 
please bring a dish to share.  We have upcoming outings in May and 
June to Wade Mountain, Rainbow Mountain, and Keel Mountain, as 
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Huntsville Wildflower Society meetings will be held 
at the Huntsville Public Library auditorium at 7:00 
p.m. on the 2nd Wednesday of February, March, 
April, May, August, September and October.  The 
library is located at 915 Monroe Street, Huntsville, 
AL.  Everyone is invited.  Programs for each 
meeting were arranged by Stephanie Hanna, 
Program Chair, and are listed below. 

May 13 

Local horticulture expert and Huntsville Botanical 
Garden CEO Harvey Cotten will give a 
presentation on native plants, highlighting those 
that have done well at the Huntsville “Nature Trail 
and Wildflower Garden”.  Harvey will also bring 
his new book entitled "Easy Gardens for the South" 
and have some for sale if anyone would like an 
autographed copy.  This book is co-written with 
Pamela Crawford of Georgia and Barbara Pleasant 
of Virginia, and features the annuals, perennials, 
shrubs and trees that best thrive in the tough 
southern climate. 

August 12 

Speaker TBD 

September 9 

Speaker TBD 

October 14 

We will have our annual fall potluck dinner.  
Please bring a dish to share.  Drinks, cups, 
utensils, napkins, and fall decorations will be 
provided.  Feel free to bring pictures or other items 
to share with the group.  

well as a mid-May excursion to DeSoto State Park 
and Chitwood Bog to see the rhododendrons and 
pitcher plants.  August will feature two outings – 
one to the Bibb County Glades to see a number of 
rare plants, and another to the Mountain Mist 
Trail on Monte Sano to see the spider lilies in 
bloom.  I want to thank Doug Horacek for 
organizing all these outings and leading many of 
them.  I hope to see many of you at the May 
meeting!  

Brian J. Finzel 

(Continued from page 1) 

Meetings and Programs 

HWS President Brian Finzel will marry Miss Tara 
Frinton in Lexington, Kentucky, on June 13, 2009.  
Tara has a bachelor's and master's degree from the 
University of Kentucky in social work.  She works 
at a rehabilitation hospital in Lexington as a social 
worker.  She will be moving to Huntsville in either 
late June or July.  Members of the Huntsville 
Wildflower Society wish Tara and Brian much 
happiness and look forward to welcoming Tara to 
our group. 


