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I know 2009 has been a cold one so far, but spring 
is just around the corner.  In anticipation of spring, 
the Huntsville Wildflower Society has some exciting upcoming programs and hikes.  The good news is 
that all four spring programs will be on the second Wednesday of the month at the Huntsville Public 
Library.  February’s meeting will be our second annual spring potluck dinner.  Please bring a dish to 
share as we celebrate Valentine’s Day and trade stories about surviving the cold weather.  March’s 
meeting features our own Steve Threlkeld giving a presentation on 
unique plant communities in Alabama.  Then in April, avid local hiker 
Bob Goodwin will give a presentation about some wonderful hiking 
opportunities in the four corners area of the western U.S.  Finally, 
Harvey Cotten, Huntsville Botanical Garden CEO and a co-author of 
the newly published book entitled "Easy Gardens for the South", will be 
our May speaker.  Harvey will discuss native plants, highlighting those 
that have done well at the Huntsville “Nature Trail and Wildflower 
Garden”. 

We also have some exciting outings coming up this spring.  Featured 
locations include favorites such as Paint Rock Valley, the Sipsey 
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Huntsville Wildflower Society meetings will be held 
at the Huntsville Public Library auditorium at 7:00 
p.m. on the 2nd Wednesday of February, March, 
April, May, August, September and October.  The 
library is located at 915 Monroe Street, Huntsville, 
AL.  Everyone is invited.  Programs for each 
meeting were arranged by Stephanie Hanna, 
Program Chair, and are listed below. 

February 11 

We will have our second annual spring potluck 
dinner with a Valentine’s theme.  Please bring a 
dish to share.  Drinks, cups, plates, utensils, 
napkins, and Valentine decorations will be 
provided.  Feel free to bring pictures, plants, or 
other items to share with the group.  

March 11 

Steve Threlkeld, professor in the Natural Sciences 
Department at Calhoun Community College, will 
give a presentation on unique plant communities in 
Alabama.  Steve is an accomplished botanist, 
writing his masters’ thesis on the flora of Madison 
County and serving several years as president of 
the Alabama Wildflower Society. 

April 8 

Avid local hiker Bob Goodwin will give a 
presentation on hiking opportunities in some of the 
western states.  Bob will show pictures of his 17 
day trip to Colorado, Utah, Arizona, and New 

Wilderness, Bucks Pocket State Park, the Walls of 
Jericho, Shakerag, and DeSoto State Park.  We will 
also have a number of local outings to Wade 
Mountain, Keel Mountain, Rainbow Mountain, 
Hays Nature Preserve, and Monte Sano State 
Park.  I want to thank our new outings chair Doug 
Horacek and our new program chair Stephanie 
Hanna for lining up a great spring schedule!  
Finally, I want to share some exciting news with 
you – it is indeed true that I am getting married in 
June to Tara Frinton, a wonderful social worker 
from Lexington, Kentucky.  Though we are getting 
married in Kentucky, Tara will be moving down 
here and the poor members of the Huntsville 
Wildflower Society are stuck with me as president 
for at least one more year.  

Brian J. Finzel 

(Continued from page 1) Mexico during the fall of 2007.  Bob visited over 15 
national parks, national monuments, and other 
sites involving 12 hikes of various lengths and 
difficulty.  Emphasis will be on easy, moderate, and 
“somewhat strenuous” hikes as opposed to hikes 
such as doing the Grand Canyon from rim-to-rim! 

May 13 

Local horticulture expert and Huntsville Botanical 
Garden CEO Harvey Cotten will give a 
presentation on native plants, highlighting those 
that have done well at the Huntsville “Nature Trail 
and Wildflower Garden”.  Harvey will also bring 
his new book entitled "Easy Gardens for the South" 
and have some for sale if anyone would like an 
autographed copy.  This book is co-written with 
Pamela Crawford of Georgia and Barbara Pleasant 
of Virginia, and features the annuals, perennials, 
shrubs and trees that best thrive in the tough 
southern climate. 

August 12 

TBD 

September 9 

TBD 

October 14 

We will have our annual fall potluck dinner.  
Please bring a dish to share.  Drinks, cups, 
utensils, napkins, and fall decorations will be 
provided.  Feel free to bring pictures or other items 
to share with the group.  

Meetings and Programs 

The Alabama Wildflower Society has two exciting 
meetings planned for this spring.  The first meet-
ing will be on the weekend of April 4th and 5th in 
Huntsville.  The tentative plans include a tour of 
the Huntsville Botanical Garden (including Harold 
Holmes’ Trillium garden), a tour of Brenda Holmes’ 
garden in Lacey’s Spring, a visit to the Monte Sano 
State Park Sinks Trail to see the Bluebells, and 
other possible garden tours.  Harold Holmes will be 
Saturday night’s featured speaker (I think he will 
talk about Trilliums – no, of course he will talk 
about Trilliums!).  There will also be a May meet-
ing in Tuscaloosa on May 30th and 31st.  This meet-
ing will involve that Saturday’s Cahaba Lily Festi-
val in West Blocton.  Please contact Brian Finzel at 
489-4184 or finzelflowers@knology.net for more 
information on Alabama Wildflower Society events. 

AWS Spring Meetings 
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2009 Membership Dues 

Huntsville Wildflower Society dues for 2009 are 
due and payable at the February meeting.  Also, 
you may use the membership form on the back 
page of this newsletter and mail it to Treasurer 
George Hanna.  If you pay at the February 
meeting, please fill out the membership form (extra 
copies will be available at the meeting).  We are 
maintaining a membership list and verifying 
membership information.  Please be sure to 
indicate your preferences on publishing your 
address and telephone number . 

Membership in the state organization, the 
Alabama Wildflower Society, is encouraged but not 
required.  For the small annual fee you get the 
newsletter with interesting and informative 
articles as well as news about meetings, other local 
chapters, and updates on current native plant-
related topics.  For your convenience, HWS will 
accept state dues and send those received at the 
first meeting or by mail as a group.  Please use the 
membership form on the back page as the state 
membership application. 

The Alabama Wildflower Society website has a link 
to the Huntsville chapter on its main page, 
including access to full-color past and present 
newsletters.  There is a link on the main page to 
Wildflower Photos of the Southeast.  There are 
stunning photographs of over 350 species of 
flowering plants from Alabama and surrounding 
states.  In addition, you can browse for plant 
photos by either genus or family.  There is also a 
Trillium Photo Gallery with an extensive collection 
of photos from 21 species of southeastern Trilliums.  
Next, the Wildflower Links on the main page has 
been updated and greatly expanded.  Finally, the 
flowering times database for North Alabama and 
Central Tennessee has been updated and includes 
blooming data on over 900 species of flowering 
plants.  Please visit the website and enjoy!  

Alabama Wildflower 
Society Website — 
alwildflowers.org

 


