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President’s Notes

This has been an excellent year for wildflowers with plenty of rain, cooler than normal temperatures,
and finally an end to the drought. For those of you that missed it, our August meeting featured a great
presentation on fall wildflowers by Jack Carman. | was amazed at how many plants Jack showed us
that | have yet to seein thewild. We have two meetings remaining this
year, as well as several outings before the year closes.

Inside thisissue:

Our September meeting will feature Dr. Bob Lawton, professor of
Biological Science at the University of Alabamain Huntsville. Dr.

Lawton will give a Power Point presentation on the incredible Member ship Form Back
biodiversity of the cloud forests of Costa Rica. Dr. Lawton has been to Cover
Costa Rica numerous times and is a well-known ecologist, exciting Programs for 2009 2

presenter, and awesome teacher. Our October meeting will consist of
our annual fall potluck dinner. Doug Horacek will lead two hikesin

October — one to Wade Mountain to see the rare Great Plains Ladies Scheduled Hikes 3
Tresses and one to the Blue Hole and Stone Door in southern Tennessee
to see the Grass of Parnassus. Finally, we will kick off the new year HWS Roster 5

with our annual New Y ear’s Gathering at Merrie Duncan’s placein
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Hampton Cove. Come join us to hike, share
leftover holiday goodies, and pitch in for pizza and
a good time.

Tara and | have been overwhelmed by the many
gifts and good wishes for our new life together. Th
wedding in Kentucky in June was fabulous, as we
the 10day honeymoon in Maui. If you want to
know more, you will have to wait until my
presentation on Hawaii at one of next year’s
meetings. | am extremely grateful for the warm
welcome everyone has given Tara as she has left
her home and family in Kentucky to start a new
life with me in Huntsville.

Brian J. Finzel
\}A

Meetings and Programs

Huntsville Wildflower Society meetings will be held
at the Huntsville Public Library auditorium at 7:00
p.m. on the 2nd Wednesday of February, March,
April, May, August, September and Octobé&ihe
library is located at 915 Monroe Street, Huntsville,
AL. Everyone is invited. Programs for each
meeting were arranged by Stephanie Hanna,
Program Chair, and are listed below.

September 9

Dr. Bob Lawton, professor of Biological Science at
the University of Alabama in Huntsville, will give a
Power Point presentation entitled “Plant Diversity
in the Monteverde Cloud Forests of Costa Rica."
Dr. Lawton’s specialty is ecology, and he will share
his perspectives and pictures from his numerous
trips to the Costa Rican cloud forests.

October 14

We will have our annual fall potluck dinner.
Please bring a dish to share. Drinks, cups,
utensils, napkins, and fall decorations will be

provided. Feel free to bring pictures or other items

to share with the group.
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NEW YEAR'S GATHERING

Please join us at Merrie Duncan’s on New
Year’'s Day for hiking, pizza, and lots of fun.
We will meet at Merrie’s house at 1:00.
Around 1:30, we will split up and do one of
several local hikes (probably Big Cove Creek
Greenway or Hays Nature Preserve). We will
return and pitch in for pizza. The Huntsville
Wildflower Society will provide drinks, cups,
utensils, etc., but feel free to bring any left-
over holiday goodies. Contact information
and directions are below:

Merrie Duncan

150 Ada Drive

Owens Cross Roads, AL 35763
merrieduncan@yahoo.com

Directions from Huntsville:

e Go east on Governors Drive over Monte
Sano.

e Continue east on US431 until you see the
signs for Hampton Village.

e Turn right on Miller Lane; turn left on
Ada Drive; the house is on the right



