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The Birmingham Fern Society invites the public to attend its free annual lecture highlighting Alabama ferns.  The 
guest speaker is Dr. Alan R. Smith from The University of California - Berkeley.  Dr. Smith will present 
“(R)evolutionary thoughts on Alabamian ferns” in the Lecture Hall at the Birmingham Botanical Gardens on 
Wednesday, May 21, 2008 at 7:00 PM.  

Dr. Smith states, “Ferns became my obsession and love after taking an O.T.S. [Organization for Tropical Studies] 
course in Costa Rica in the summer of 1967, while a graduate student at Iowa State University.”  After receiving his 
PhD from Iowa he devoted his academic career as a research botanist to pteridology (the study of ferns).  

He did fieldwork to study ferns in numerous countries.  His career focused on floristic work which produced 
multiple publications identifying and describing ferns found in specific geographic locations.  He has identified and 
written about several new species of ferns.  His more recent research focuses on systematics as applied to ferns 
(study of evolutionary and genetic relationships).  His publications in the academic literature are extensive.  He is 
co-author of the chapter on North American ferns in Flora of North America and is an Associate Editor of 
Pteridologia, a monograph series published by the American Fern Society.  

Dr. Smith is recognized internationally as a leading pteridologist.  He has received several fellowships and honorary 
memberships.  These include honorary membership in the British Pteridologial Society (2006) in recognition of his 
outstanding services to pteridology and recognition for his contributions to the plant sciences with the Botanical 
Society of America’s Centennial Award in 2006.  

The Birmingham Fern Society is delighted to welcome the public to explore Dr. Smith’s unique perspective on some 
of Alabama’s ferns.  It will be an enjoyable and informative evening -- one that promises new insights on the rich 
fern flora of Alabama.
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